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Simpplr Fall 17 Overview 
 
The following release notes split major Fall 17 improvements across the two personas of 
Standard User and Site Owner/Manager. 
 

 
 
Highlights 
 

● Google Drive Integration - It is now possible to access your organization's important 
Google Drive documents easily.  

● Improved Content adding process - The overall user experience of adding and editing 
content has been simplified.  

● Albums - The whole experience of adding and engaging with images and videos has 
been improved. We’ve added single image liking and sharing, streamlined the Album 
creation and now have Open Albums for greater collaboration. 

● Improved performance and speed - Simpplr is now running up to 3x faster! 

 
 

 
Standard Users 
 
The following notes cover major improvements for Standard Users.  
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Feed 
 
Significant changes have been made to the Feed to improve the overall user experience. 
 
 

Post Types 
 
 
Problem:  
 

● Previously when adding a Post you had to choose whether you wanted to post a Post, 
Link, File or Poll and these options were mutually exclusive.  

 
Solution: 
 

● Now Posts only have two options, Post or Poll. A Poll can still be used to create an 
opinion poll. All other Posts can now include photos/files. Posts and Polls can include 
links, to include a link just type or paste the url into the Post box. 
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Embedding Content  
 
 
Posts now support link unfurling via Embedly. This allows for content from across the web such 
as YouTube videos and Spotify playlists (see their extensive list of providers here - 
http://embed.ly/providers) to be embedded into the Feed within an iFrame.  
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It is also possible to embed a Google Document into the Feed, this will place it within an 
iFrame in the Post that can be viewed and edited within Simpplr (as long as the document 
has been shared with you and you have viewing/editing permissions). 

 

 
 
To embed content into a Feed Post you simply copy and paste the url of the video, image or gif 
straight into the Post box. Once you have clicked ‘Post’ you will see the full unfurled content.  
 
 

 
Photos/files 
 
 
Multiple 
 
Problem:  
 

● Previously, it was not possible to add more than one photo/file to a Feed Post. 
 
Solution: 
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● It’s now possible to add up to 10 photos/files to each Feed Post.  

 
 

 
 
 
Selecting Photos/files from Intranet 
 
When uploading photos/files from your Intranet you now have a wider range of search options. 
This is the case when uploading photos/files to all Content types as well. 
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● Search for photos/files within a particular Site. 

 

 
 

● Limit the search to photos/files that you own. 
 

 
 

● Select from date ranges (This Week, Last Week or This Month). 
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Photo/file Previews 
 
Problem:  
 

● Previously there was no preview image of attached photos/files, meaning there was a 
greater risk of uploading the wrong photos/files by accident.  

 
Solution: 
 

● Now when uploading photos you will see a preview of each photo before posting so that 
you can check that you’ve uploaded the correct photo(s). 

 
● When uploading a single .gif you will see an animated preview of the .gif. You do not see 

a preview if you upload multiple .gifs. 
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Photo sharing 
 
 
Problem:  
 

● Previously it was only possible to share a whole album. 
 
Solution: 
 

● It is now possible to share single photos or videos from Albums to your Feed. 
 

   
 
 
Problem:  
 

10 



 
 
 
 
 

● Previously when an Album was shared, clicking on it would take you to the Album detail 
page, moving you away from your place in the Feed.  

 
Solution: 
 

● Now when you click on the photo/video in the shared Content, whether you’ve shared a 
single photo/video or a whole album, a slideshow view of the images will open. Closing 
the slideshow takes you back to your Feed. If you click on the Album name in the shared 
content you will be taken to the Album detail page. 

 

 
 
 
 
Slideshow 
 
When multiple photos have been uploaded clicking on any image will open a Slideshow view, 
allowing easy pagination between all of the images and videos in the Post. 
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Rich Text 
 
Problem:  
 

● Previously only plain text was supported in - 
○ Feed Posts 
○ Albums 
○ Text/HTML Tile 
○ And when sharing all Content  

 
Solution: 
 

● Now all of these areas support Rich Text, allowing for the following formatting - 
○ Bold 
○ Italics 
○ Underline 
○ Strikethrough 
○ Bulleted Lists 
○ Numbered List 

 

 
 

● Albums and Text/HTML Tile also allow for the following formatting - 
○ Justification 
○ Paragraph Styles 
○ Text & Background Colour 
○ Emojis (Please note emojis are only supported if you are using Windows 10 on 

PC or Sierra on Mac) 
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@ Mentions and # Topics 
 
 
The Feed Post toolbar also now includes an ‘@’ button which can be used to start mentioning 
People and Sites and a ‘#’ button that can be used to include Topics.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Google Drive Integration 
 
 

● Now Simpplr can connect to your Google Drive account, allowing you to access your 
organization’s most valuable Files. 

 
 

Setup 
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● You can connect to your Google Drive account by going to My Profile > External Apps 
and clicking the Connect button. The connection can be removed at any point by clicking 
the Remove button. 

 

 
 
 
 

Sites  
 
Site Owners/Managers can connect Sites to Google Drive allowing them to share  files and 
folders that are relevant to the Site’s interests.  
 

● Google Drive files and folders in Public Sites are accessible to all users.  
● Google Drive files and folders in Private Sites are only accessible to members of the 

Site. 
● Site Owners/Managers can change the permission levels on Google Drive files and 

folders to either Read only or Read/Write. 
 
Google files can be attached to Site Content and to Site Feed Posts.  
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● This is done through the File Manager.  
 

● You can search for files from a specific Site, or from all files that you have access to. 
Files from Private Sites can only be attached to Content within the Private Site or the 
Feed of the Private Site. 

 
● Results can be filtered by ‘All’, ‘This Week’, ‘Last Week’ and ‘This Month’, and by ‘All 

Owners’ or ‘Owned by Me’. 
 
If Google Drive folders are set to Read/Write then you will be able to add files to the folder. If the 
permissions are set to Read only you will just be able to view them. You will be able to view a 
preview of all Google Drive files that you have acces to, you can also like and favorite them. 
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Your Files 
 
Once you have connected to Google Drive you can access all of the files in your Google Drive > 
My Drive through Simpplr. These can be viewed by going to My Profile > Files. 
 
From  My Profile > Files you can- 

● Add new folders 
● Upload files 
● Delete folders/files 
● Create new versions of files 
● Share files to your Feed 

 
 

 
 
 

Searching 
 
Once your Google Drive account is connected, Google Drive files and folders can be searched 
for within Simpplr.  

● You can search your own Google files and folders by going to My Profile > Files and 
using the search function.  

● With the global search box (located in the header) you can search for all Google Drive 
files and folders that are attached to Sites that you have access to. 
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Google Drive Tile 
 

● The new Google Drive option within the Files Tile tab allows you to create a Tile on your 
Home Dashboard showing selected Google Files. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Home Tiles 
 
 
The Add Tile pop up has now been made into a tiled view rather than a list for easier navigation. 
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Activity Tile 
 
The Latest and Popular Tiles have been merged under one heading in the Activity Tile to 
simplify navigation and create more consistency with the Activity section. 
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Text/HTML Tile 
 
The Text and HTML Tiles have been merged under one heading in the Text/HTML Tile. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Site Categories Tile 
 
The new Site Categories Tile allows you to access a list of Site Categories from your 
dashboard. 
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Celebrations Tile 
 
Problem: 
 

● Previously there was no simple way to keep track of colleagues upcoming celebrations.  
 
Solution: 
 

● Now within the People section of Tiles, there is a Celebrations Tile which allows you to 
see upcoming birthdays and work anniversaries of people that you follow. 
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Content 
 
 
The overall experience of adding and editing content has been simplified. When adding or 
editing Events, Pages, Albums and Blogs you are given a wider variety of options for changing 
how they will look. 
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Creating content 
 
Problem:  
 

● Previously while creating content it was difficult to know what it would actually look like 
without saving it and viewing a preview. This led to a lot of clicking in and out of 
previews. 

 
Solution: 
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